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A Dialogue between Feft and Earne(t, concerning the Timesy 


Curlday, Julp the 26th. 1681. 


Feft. AY verily, Friend Richard, it is even 
fo. thou haft not the Light in thee, 
and therefore thou ast fallen into 

f the Snare. 

Earn. Why {0 ferious Mr. Feft ? 

Feft. 1 was lamenting the Condition of Mr. Jm- 
partial of Queens-bead-Alley, he ufed to give me 
very much diverfion, to fee him play at Blindmans 
Buff with himfelf, but they fay he has run his 
Head againfta Poft or a pillar of a Conventicle 5 
and has fo crack’d his antler Room, that if he be 
not trepan’d for it he will fall into a Mifprifion, 
though others think he may die of the peftilential 
Feaver of Treafon, and I (hall want him extreamly 
to laugh at. 

Earn. You are wonderfully concerned. 

Feft. 1 proteft I am almoft as much troubled as 
the poor Countrey Fellow was for his Wife when 
fhe lay a dying, who {wore by no Beggars, that he 
had rather have loft the beft Cow in his Stall. 

Earn. But pray, how came Dick to get this-Dif- 
after ? 

Feft. Why, you muft know that of late Dick in 
the way of his, Vocation has taken up the Trade 
of nurfing the By-blows of the Whigs; and would 
you believe it, a feurvy Rafcal who calls himfelf 
Theophilus Rationalis,, but 1 am confident he has 
another name, and this is only Jefuit-fafhion, fent 

Richard one of ‘his Batiards to put ferth, and 
it had the Difeafe, and has infected poor Richard : 
but that which is much wondred at, is, that it was 
fent in a Letter by the penny Poft, like Mr. Pyms 

Plague-plaifter. 

Earn, Come, ledve yout Myftery and Hierogly- 
phick; what’s the meaning of all this? 

Feft. Why, to tell you the plain Englith on’r, 
our Friend Richard Implement hath like a true Pre- 
teftant Tool, printed a Book that hath fomething 
in it that looks like High Treafon. 

Earn. High Treafon! that’s a pitiful bufinefs 
now a-days, it is. but taking a Clifter of Ignoramus, 
and that carries it-all off as round as a Hoop; but 
pray Sir, what is High Treafon : ad 
_ Feft. I cannot tell what the iene call fo, 
but I think that was High Treafon tox which the 
Jefuitsand Coleman took a turn at Tyburn; and 
and they fay, that was for endeavouring to fubvert the 
Government. Now Sir, your Friend Richard, and 


his penny-poft man Ratzonalis, having neither the 
fear of God nor the Devil before their Eys, have 
confpired together to compafs, imagin and bring 
about this Detign. 








Earn. There willbe a Frog in the Stocks then I 
doubt ; but how do you make it out? ‘ 

Feft. Even under Richard and his Friend Thoph’§ 
own hand in print; nay, and dedicated to his Ma- 
jelty in a Icarned Book intituled Multum in parvo, 
aut Vox veritatis, by Theopbtlus Rationalis, a perfon 
of Quality, and a molt true Lover of his King and 
Countrey, printed for Richard Faneway in Queenf- 
bead Alley in Paternofter-Row 1681. there’s my E- 
vidence; have you any thing to object againft 
them ? 

Earn. Right {pecial true Proteftant Evidence as 4 
man would defire, if he wanted Evidence to hang 
his Father; but to the Fa& let’s hear what they 
can fay ? 

Feft. B’y’r leave Sir, let me take my own time 
and way pray, in managing my Evidence ; and firft 
I defire to be informed, if this Kingdom be not an 
antient hereditary Monarchy ? 

Earn. Whoever doubtedit? it isa Maxim in 
our Law,, Rex non moritur, the,King never dies, 
becaufe betng an hereditary fucceflive Monarchy the 
next Heir does in that Inftant that the one King 
dies perfonally, immediately fucceed him; the 
Throne of England admitting no more an Interreg- 
num, than the Philofophers fay Nature does a Va- 
cuum. 

Feft. Well then, isnot the changing this Here- 
ditary Monarchy into an Elective, a fubverfion 
of the hereditary Monarchy ? 

Earn. Who doubts it? 

Feft. And is not endeavouring to fubvert it 
fomething like Treafonifh? 

Earn. Well, fuppofe it be, what then? , 

Fet. 1 have only one queltion more to ask 5 
Whether printing, publifhing, and perfuading the 
King and his People to turn this ancient Imperial 
Hereditary Monarchy into an Ek@tivé Monarchy 
be not doing a mians weak endeavour, as the man 
did who thrath’d in his Cloak to fubvert the Mo- 
narchy and prefent Government? 

Fara. Why, fure no body is {0 mad to offer 
any fuch thing. 

Fet. Lock you now, I thought I thould. catch 
you vilitying my Evidence; but I affure you they 
are 4s true Proteftant Evidence as Paternijter Rew 
affords, they ate no Tories, nor Tantivies, no fu- 
born’d Villains, Irifh nor Papijts. Come Mr. Ratio- 
nalis and Mr. Richard Janeway, what can you fay 
to this matter ?~pray Read theit Depolitions. 

Earn. Multum in parvo, &c. printed tox Richard 
Janeway, &¢. Epitt, Ded. To the Kings Mott cat 
cellent 





celtent M&M, ec. 1 dare be bold to affirm, that if Your 
Majefly will be pleafed to perufe thef@tlinesq and to take 


Your future Meafures accordingly, that AF may yet be 
C nif the Decréé be } on al gah us $e to- 
tal Ruin and Defiruliion) ont. of the gxddtep aid bappiclt 
Monarchs this day in the Chriftian world, verbum {apl- 
enti, ce. 

Earn. Well! here’s a faucy Fellow Thoph Reafonable is 
more bold than welcom with the King, what then ? 

eft, Why! chen in the conclufiony he tells you what 
are the Mcafures the King muft take, page 52. after he 
had recited a Prophefie which he had no body knows 
where, and means no body knows what; he adds, And 
bere although 1 cannot divine, neither dave I affume fo much 
boldnefs to prefcvibe the way and means to accomplijh this 
wonderful Prophefie, yet I am apt to conjecture and do per- 
fudile my folf that if ever it (hall come to pals, it will be in 
avery Critical time of common and Eminent danger ( perad- 
venture the dread of a Popifh Succeffor, and the difmal conje- 
quence thereof ) when fome good Prince or other {irzll be fo 
Jar gracioufly pleafed to condsfcend to bis grand Council, as 
to wake thrie Kingdoms by his Royal Fiat ( aut le Roy le 
yeult ) for the fature Eleftive ; amd row Courage moft noble 
loyal aud Courteous Readers , what fay you if his prifent 
Mayjtfly of great Britain (hould be this perfon bere defcribed 
in this wonderful Prophefie ? 

Eari. What fay you quoth 1? f fay Mi. Rational, and 
Mr_ Richard for ought I know it may be as much as your 
necks are worth to talk at this rate. But what if his 
Majefty fhowld mot take his Meafures or fulfill his Pro- 
phefie by making three Kingdoms Eledive, what then ? 

feck. A mam moft tell you a Tale atid find you a Me- 
moty 5. Why? then the Pedple aré to coticlude , the De- 
cree is gone out; and the whole Pamphlec cr Libel is by 
comparing 40. and 41, to $e and 81, co infinuate that 
the fame Effeéts will follow his Majcfties diflolving Par- 
fiaments as did fit Fathers; and for your fatisfaction 
pray read a few of his Ritidies page 45, which poffibly 
affirm as much. 


A Wonder franze T will you tell, 
From Heaven "twill be and not from Hell, 
When as King Charles fall be content 
In Love to meet bis Parliament 5 

hd tet thém fit for to redref} 

Al grievaices both more and lef , 
Which in eur Church and State have been 
Eve fince or bleffed Virgin Queen, 
Vard this Day which makes us breed 
And cry we want fime nmrfing Seed , 
To cool us in fcarlet Feaver 

Thes is the Time, or eife for ever 
Adien to Peace. War will begin 

In this ony Land. (teas 





, 


And fo ‘he goes'on, his whole Balad being @ Libel upon 
the King’s late Declaration, amd threatning thofe who 
geraboned, the Diflolutions , and a plain incitement of 

¢ Pedple to Sedition and Rebellion, by perfuading 
theth there fs a'Pataliry in the Cafe. 

Bars. Call ye me this Vox veritatis, 'thefe Voxes are all 
of a Family I find: there's his Cofins, vox Popali, and 
wom Patria, all alike, and for fubverting the prefent Go- 
verhinent. 

Jef. Sir, it is multum in parve, that is, fo much, that 
mahy>a man has been hing’d for lets. 

Earn, This fre. Paoteftant Doétrine of EleRive King- 
doms is. perfect Popery beth in Principle ‘and praétice : 
Bellarmine the ee is clearly for Elective Monarchy, 


dnd pray who'made the Empire Eleétive ut the Pope, 
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and who made Poland Elefive but the Pope! and now 
do but feeshaje the true Proteftant Bane, as Thofh calls 


the fageiaft she i andlyes ety up Popery. 

74 ‘ay You _tallt what Jou will, ic comes ail 
fortis réc gat laft, that wifat is Popery in a Papift, 
is no. Popery in a Queens-head Alley Proteftant, Nay, J 
believe ere long Plotting and cenfpiring co fubvert the 
Government will be no Treafole in 4 Paternefter man; and 
Dick has taken great care for a Jury againit he comes to 
his tWelve Godfachets, ..., cs ' 

Earn. Ob Sir; The Power and priviledges of Furies affrrt- 
ed; there’s a Piece for your information. 

Fee. Welt, re loves to be doing though it be nothing 
tothe purpofe; Was thefe ever any body fo filly to que- 
ftion the excellency of our Conftitution of Trials per 

ares ? , 
‘ Eat. We ate for mens a&ing according to Confcience 
as tiiuch as the Informer, and this4s the quaffel, Whe- 
ther a dary can in a matter of Fa& fworn and. proved 
by fix fubftantial Evidence, wherein thé life of the King 
and the peace and fafety of the Kingdom are all concern - 
ed, aé& according to Confcience in bringing in upon Outh 
thar they belicve nor a fyllable of ir. gf 

Jet. Ay; there is the pinch, and pray inform Dicks 
Informer atid his then of Confcience a little, or defire: 
them for their own fakes to give us their Reafons which 
they would never fit brooding upon fo long if they were 
nor addle. , 

Earn. Then pray obferve what Reafons there were to. 
{way the Conicience of any honeft manto find the Bill s 
ift, Here was the pofitive Evidence upon Oath of fix Wit 
neffes. 2dly, Here was the life and fafety of the King. 
jdly, Hefe was their own déarly beloved Salus Populi Su- 
prema lex, the peace and fafery of the Nation ind y 
4thly, Here was the credibility of the Witnefles, men 
approved and believed by Parliament in the Popifh Plot 
and the late Lord Staffords life. sthly, Here’s all the dan- 
gerous Confequences that may happen, if this fhould be 
a real Confpiracy, by their danmme the firft Difcovery. 
I fay, here is all this to ballance their Confclences to fad 
the Bill; befides that the Bugect of a Grahd Jaqueft 
feems to be rather only to find that fuch matter of Fatt 
was (worn, which is fufficient ground to find any Bill ; and 
here their Confciences have tio doubr, the. Petit 
Juries. Confcientes beiag by Law the ‘ptoper Jadges of 
the Credibility of Circumftahees and ce: Now on 
the other fide to fecure their Conftiepces from the guils 
and ‘danger of Perjury, they tuft aeceffarily have more 
certain and ¢lear Evidetice chat che fife of the King was 
not in danger, that. the Evidence {wore falfly, chat they 
were not perfons of credit, boxt & (rgales bomixes, oF o- 
therwife they could not a& accordiag «© Coafdience. 

Jet. Nay, if they cam demonftrate that they will do 
pre pe and till they do we Mhall never believe they 
adted actor ding to Conttitnee. 

Earn. It is not faying they did not believe qhat was 
fworn, for that is but Fancy and Opinion ata ner Gon- 
fcience ; but they muft fhew us better Reafom why the 
fhould not believe the Evidence than why they fhould, 
and that shuft ‘be fuch Reafoh as wpon Oath ‘and ‘by all 
concurrent Circumftances may onvince the World that 
there was no fuch Defigh as was fworn, slo futh words 
fpoken, no fuch Danger; and when they have. gauem, the 
art of proving Negatives, then we will believe them out 
of the ‘reach ‘of Perjury, and never till then; ahd all 
this flourith of Dicks Aflertor'of the Priviledges of Jules, 
is no more ‘to the purpofe than if the fhould infer, ‘be. 
caufe Juries are to go according to.their:Confciences, chat 
therefore all Juries do and ever did fo. 

Jot. Well, ‘this filly Aflertor has hindred us of ‘two or 
three notable Prophefids in anfwer’to The. Rationdlis, ‘but 
we'l give +hitn as good ds ‘he brings one df thefe odd 
fhortlies, I warrant him, . 









